Prepare for War (Part III) 



Dealing with the Past 

But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: 
lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, 
I myself should be a castaway. 
1 Corinthians 9:27 (KJV) O 

Keeping our bodies under subjection is a lifetime struggle that we must 
fight on a daily basis. Once we get some victory over our flesh in the 




present we need to look to our past. Until they are properly dealt with 

bad life experiences from our past weigh us down like a ball and chain. They follow us because at some point we 
have given Satan legal right to attach them to us. But the good news is that Christ came to set the captive free; 
He is able to do so the moment we give those burdens to Him 

All of us have had traumatic life experiences of one form or another and if you're like me these things from the 
past will invade your mind from time to time, especially just as we try to sleep! Over the years I have made a real 
effort to go back and forgive every person who has ever hurt me, however something that God has shown me is 
that there is more to it. 

Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: 
forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: 
Luke 6:37 (KJV) O 

Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is 
written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 
Romans 12:19 (KJV)© 

This may seem strange, but to forgive someone doesn't necessarily mean that we hold no resentment or grudge 
towards them What happens is we judge them in our hearts and find them guilty. Take for example a woman 
who has been betrayed by her husband. She may accept his apology and even take him back yet still hold a 
judgment in her heart against him But as we can see in the above verse as followers of Christ we are not 
permitted to judge others, even (and perhaps especially) when we know them to be 1 00% guilty. 

And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and 
the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is 
cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 
Revelation 12:10 (KJV) □ 

We all are aware that God will judge every one of us on Judgment day, however did you know He judges 
earthly matters right now? As we know from scripture Satan is constantly before God's throne accusing the 
brethren When we disobey Christ's commandment not to judge others we give Satan legal right to accuse us 
before God's throne. He is seeking permission to destroy us and getting it because our sin gives him the legal 



right. 



I read a book once that claimed we may counter petition Satan when he goes before God's throne to accuse us. 
I asked God if He would allow me to do this and His response surprised me. He said that as Christians we have 
Christ as our advocate before the Father. He asked me why would I want to represent myself before Him when 
I have Jesus to do that for me? Makes perfect sense doesn't it? I wouldn't go into an earthly court without a 
lawyer, why would I try to represent myself in the Heavenly court? 

Armed with the knowledge that judging others gives Satan the legal right to hang that burden around our necks 
we can now understand what we must do to dismiss them You will see that it is really simple to do. 

• Dismiss our Judgments 

First of all in order to have this matter settled in God's court we must first dismiss the judgments we have 
rendered in our own hearts against them It is sort of like how the participants on "Judge Judy" agree to let her 
judge their matter. 

"Lord Jesus, I dismiss my judgment against this person and ask that You resolve this 
matter according to Your Will." 

• Repent of Judging 

The point here is that when we judged them in our hearts we took matters into our own hands. We must ask 
God to forgive us for trying to do His job. 

"Lord Jesus, I ask that You forgive me forjudging this person who wronged me." 

• Forgive 

We must make sure we have completely forgiven those who have wronged us to the best of our ability. 

Once we have undone all of the judging we have rendered ourselves we need to petition God for His judgment 
and a verdict in the matter. In most situations like the matter of past hurts we should ask God to dismiss our 
judgment against those who wronged us and theirs against us and to dispose of the matter. We want that ball and 
chain struck off our ankles and to snap like a rubber band back into the past forever instead of following us. 
However sometimes we need to seek justice in an ongoing situation that we want to end. 

I'll give you an example. Two years ago in the article "What Price Salvation" I mentioned how one day I 
offered everything I had to God and He took me up on it. Just recently God showed me exactly what happened 
in His court on that day. Satan accused me of lying when I offered everything I had to God, specifically my job 
and finances and he petitioned God to give them into his hand. God granted this petition and I have struggled 
with my career, finances and health ever since. 

Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry; But if he 
be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the substance of his house. 
Proverbs 6:30-31 (KJV) © 

Once God had shown me that this was a test of my faith it occurred to me that all tests have an ending. For 



example Job didn't live out the rest of his live alone and in poverty. At some point the testing was over and God 
restored to Job all that he had lost. I asked God about this and He confirmed it for me. So what I had to do was 
clear; first I had to petition God to render a judgment on whether I had been faithful to the vow I had made to 
Him Once that was confirmed I then had to ask for the testing to be finished. Then finally I asked God to 
demand that Satan make restoration to me for all he had stolen seven fold. 

Later that night the Holy Spirit confirmed that I had indeed passed the test and that judgment had been rendered 
in my favor. He said that in God's time all that was coming to me would be restored; praise God! Our God is a 
just judge and loves to bless His servants. I couldn't get justice from God in this case until I had dismissed my 
judgment against my former job for firing me without cause after twelve years of employment. It was only once I 
had done this that God revealed to me that I had passed the test and have some back pay coming! 



